
 

A three day long 179th Founder’s Day Celebrations  

from Oct 4-6, 2026 at school campus  
 

 

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Krishna Swaminathan (PVSM, AVSM, VSM) in the 

presence of School Headmaster Ms. Ruchi Pradhan Datta and Old Sanawarian Society 

President Brigadier Adarsh Butail (Retd) during the concluding ceremony of the  

179th Founder’s Day Celebrations at school campus 
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Event Summary 

 
The Lawrence School, Sanawar celebrated its 179th Founder’s Day from 

October 3 to 5 with a vibrant blend of sporting events, alumni reunions, cultural 

performances and ceremonial traditions, bringing together students, parents, 

staff and Old Sanawarians (OS) to celebrate the institution’s rich legacy and 

shared heritage. 

 

The three-day celebrations began with friendly basketball and futsal matches 

between Old Sanawarians and Present Sanawarians at Peacestead. A special 

assembly for jubilee batches of 1956, 1961, 1966, 1971, 1976, 1996 and 2001 at 

the historic School Chapel provided an opportunity for alumni to reconnect 

with their alma mater and relive cherished memories. The alumni also paid 

tribute at the War Memorial to former students who made the supreme 

sacrifice in service of the nation. Members of the 1966 batch offered floral 

tributes to their former classmate, Second Lieutenant Arun Khetarpal, Param 

Vir Chakra awardee. 

 

The second day featured the Annual Athletic Meet, with nearly 700 students 

competing in various track-and-field events. Himalaya House emerged as the 

winning house, while Chetan Singh was adjudged the best male athlete, winning 

the Kalinga Cup, and Kimaya Kochhar received the Bala Cup as the best 

female athlete. Lt Col Jaspal Singh Sandhu, an Old Sanawarian of the 1971 

batch, was the Chief Guest. The day also featured the School Fete, exhibitions 

and the spectacular Tattoo light-and-sound show, showcasing the talent and 

creativity of nearly 600 students through dance and techno-dance 

performances. 

 

The celebrations concluded with the traditional Trooping of the School Colours 

and a march past by alumni representing the jubilee batches, accompanied by 

the school band in the presence of Headmaster Ms Ruchi Pradhan Datta and 

OSS President Brigadier Adarsh Butail (Retd.). Chief of the Naval Staff 

Admiral Krishna Swaminathan, PVSM, AVSM, VSM, urged students to 

embrace discipline, persistence, integrity and purpose, reinforcing Sanawar’s 

enduring spirit of “Never Give In”. 

 

The Distinguished Old Sanawarian Award was conferred on Delhi Lieutenant 

Governor Taranjit Singh Sandhu and noted human rights lawyer Maja 

Daruwala. Acclaimed actor Neena Gupta was among the distinguished guests. 
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