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Buing the @ugazing of the Fawreneg Sehool, Sanawar

EDITORIAL

“It was this noble attachment to a free Constitution which raised ancient Rome
to that bright summit of glory to which she arrived ; and it was the loss of
this which plunged her into the black gulf of infamy and slavery. It was
this attachment which inspired her Senators with wisdom ; it was this
which glowed in the breast of her heroes, it was this which guarded
her liberties gave peace at home and commanded respect abroad,
and when this decayed her magistrates lost their reverence for
justice and law and degenerated into tyrants and oppressors. Her
Senators forgetful of their dignity and seduced by base cor-
ruption, betrayed their country. Thus her citizens, dissolute
in their manners, became contented slaves, and she stands
to this day a monument to this eternal truth that

public happiness descends on a virtuous and un-
shaken attachment to a free Constitution. The
voice of your father’s blood cries to you
from the ground. My sons scorn to be slaves.”

Joseph Warren
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Founders And All That



Headmaster’s Speech

Mr. Sabanayagam, Member of the Board of Governors of Sanawar

and Lovedale, Old Sanawarians, Parents, Ladies and Gentlemen

It gives me great pleasure today on
the 131st occasion of our Foundation
to welcome you Sir to our celebrations
as our Chief Guest. As Chairman of
the Board of Governors of both Sana-
war and Lovedale you have taken the
greatest possible interest in the welfare
of the two schools in spite of your
multifarious and more demanding res-
ponsibilities as Secretary of Education.
We are indeed fortunate to have a
person of your experience at the helm
of affairs of Sanawar and if I may
speak on behalf of my colleague Mr.
Vyas, Lovedale also.

I also welcome with pleasure mem-
bers of the Board of Governors of Sana-
war and Lovedale. I particular I
would like to welcome the following
new members to the Board of Sana-
war— Professor V.V, John, Mr. Ranji
Bhandari and Mr. Ramesh Chand.
Professor John is a familiar and famous
figure in the educational world and is
currently a member of the Minorities
Commission Mr. Bhandari a parent
with three children in the school is al-
ready on the Board of several edu-
cational institutions and brings with
him wide experience as an Industria-
list of some distinction and Mr. Chand
will be known to most Old Sanawar-
ians not only as a shrewd banker but

also the winner of the President’s
Medal from this school in 1953. He
also has two daughters in the school.

The school has introduced for the
first time the twelfth class under the
new pattern and thus no students have
graduated this year. The only Board
exam. that we put up candidates for
this year was the Secondary  School

- Examination which is conducted at

the.end of the 10th class in the new
pattern. 73 students appeared for this
and I am glad to say that in spite of
all the difficulties we faced and inci-
dentally are still facing, all qualified
for the 42 stage although 3 children
have to reappear in Hindi and 1 in
Maths. The’results are somewhat dis-
appointing "and also rather puzzling
because although we have not em-
phasised the importance of this exam.
very much for reasons which I shall
explain later some of our better
students have not done as well as ex-
pected chiefly because of their failure
to score high marks in the languages,
especially English. As an English me-
dium school we pfide ourselves on the
standard of our English and yet our
children have scored poorly in this
subject. We are obviously teaching the
wrong kind of English !



On the games and extra curricular
activities our tails are up for in Cri-
cket, the [st XI has remamed unbea-
ten throughout the season w1nn1ng all
matches and this feat has also been
achieved by the School Soccer XI this
term. Among the notable victories
have been against Military School,
Chail, Punjab Public Sckool, Nabha,
and Yadavindra Public School, Patiala.
In the Inter Public Schools Athletics
the girls team came first with Ravni
Thakur being declared the best athiete
The boys alas again did not do so well
and came 13th out of 18 schools. In
swimming there are only 14 out of 34
records which are pre 1977 while in
athletics...... records were broken this
year, and I am glad to say that the
level of enthusiasm seems to have gone
up by leaps and bounds.

In extra currlcular act1v1tles, the
notable achievement of the year in my
view was the boys cum masters cycling
CXpCdlthl’l to Kanyakumarl Six boys
and three masters spent six weeks of
their holldays cycling from
Sanawar to Kanvakumarl This is the
fifst time that such an arduous and  in
many ways hazardous expedition has

wmter

been undertaken by any school in
India. I am given to understand how-
ever that the expedition would never
have been conceived had the Geogra-
phers among the group realised when
they saw the map on a globe that it
was not in fact down hill all the way ! !
Among their many adventures they

were just able to avert a nasty incident
in the deep South when a crowd col-
lected on seeing J.P. the only Sikh on
the expedmon who was at the time
wearing a white turban for they
thought that he had a broken head the
masters were soundly admonished for
their heartlessness in bringing him all
the way from the Himalayas. All in
all however it was a terrific effort and
they deserve our congratulations.
Other extra curricular activities con-
tinue to flourish with unabated enthu-
siasm and this in spite of the many
constraints that are being put on us
year after year by the pressure of
examinations.

An academic community thrives
on ideas and innovations and in this
I am glad to say we are not lagging
behind others. Among some of the
experlments that I may mention are
our integrated curriculum in the 7th
and 8th classes—the only two classes
I may add that are not hindered by
Board examinations in the . senior
school, for which we have produceda
lot of our own material of study. An-
other experiment is "an educational
exchange programme with the Atlan-
tic College in Wales. 14 of our 12th
class students accompanied by Mr. B.
Singh visited the Atlantic College in
tfle Summer Holidays where they at-
te,rll,ded'a course on the theory of know-
ledge and took part in community
service programmes and we are hoping
to host a group from there during the




- winter helidays. ‘A third now:abaridon-
ed was our experiment in using the
grading system in plécc of marks. 1t
was a very fruitful exercise and con-
vinced the majority of us of its super-
iority over the marking system but alas
we had to give it up in order to fall
in line with the practice of the Central
Board whose influence on our lives
seems to be increasing day by day. A
group of us are attemtping to do some
research in the advanced field of Radio
Astronomy for which we have received
a grant from the National Science
Academy. I am given to understand
that we are the only school in the
country to possess a Radio Telescope.
We have introduced ceramics as yet
another creative hobby for the Child-
ren and also started classes under the
name of ‘Design for Living’ which I
am glad to say has proved popular
among both girls and boys. We are
gradually introducing social work into
the daily curriculum and today all our
children sweep and clean their dormi-
tories and serve at meals. As a matter
of fact we have I believe a very fine
plan of graded social work extending
into the neighbourhood but I doubt
very much whether we will be able to
implement it because of the pressure
of the dreaded examinations. Once
again this year staff and ehildren spent
eight days in the interior of Himachal
climbing and trekking and living
rough—an exhibition of the various
expeditions has been set up and I hope

you will have the time to see it. Photo-

‘graphy has been revived and is fast
becoming a popular past time among

the children—the ‘exhibition of photo-

.graphs. will ‘vouch for it.

All this would not have been possi-
ble without the whole-hearted coopera-
tion and enthusiasm amongst the staff
and I would be failing in my duty if
I did not place on record my sincere
gratitude for their devotion and loyalty.
There have been some changes on the
staff. We bid good bye this year to
Mrs. Sawhney, Mr. and Mrs. Symonds,
Mrs. Vasundhra, Mr. Aggarwal Miss
Bhatti and Mr. Goswami, and I wel-
come to our teaching fraternity Mr.
Jalalabadi, Mrs. Channa, Mrs.
Matharu, Miss Randhawa, Miss Dhall,
Mrs. Aurora, Mr. Mishra, and Mr.
Puri. Mr. Sequeira and Mr. Gurdev
Singh have taken over as Housemaster
of Vindhya Seniors and Siwalik Juniors
respectively in place of Mr. Mundkur
and Dr. Gupta and Mrs. Gurdev Singh
has taken over Siwalik girls in place of
Mrs. Sawhney. Dr. (Mrs.) Ahuja left
us at the end of last year and we were
very fortuuate in having in her place
Dr. U.N. Mandloi who has transform-
ed the medical department into a more

‘efficient unit. I am also glad to tell

you that we have a regular school den-
tist at last in Dr. Mrs. Ahuja. Mrs.
Daniel retired as Matron after many
years of devoted service and her place
has been taken by Mrs. Harkirat Kaur
while Mrs. Malviya has taken over as




Matron of P.D. girls and Mrs. Sequeira
who was there has moved to Himalaya
boys. Mr. and Mrs. Smolin left at the
end of last' year and Mr. Smolin’s
place has been taken by Mrs. B. Singh
‘as B.D. Kitchen in charge while Mrs.
Jalalabadi is holding fort in the P.D.
Kitchen, which was vacated by Mrs.
Sidhu who moved to the G.D. kitchen.

I must also place on record my
- sincere appreciation and thanks to the
administrative staff, the maintenance
staff, those responsible for the child-
ren’s food and their health, whose
quiet industry and unswerving loyalty
have been a major contributing factor
in the successful management of a
complex residential community.

It would be appropriate at  this
point to mention that my Board of
Governors have very kindly at my
request thoroughly overhauled the re-
muneration of all categories of staff
and I would like to thank them on be-
half of the entire community for this.
The new package contains such in-
novations as leave travel allowance,
pension and life  insurance and [once
again Sanawar has set the pace for
others to follow. One hopes that this
will not only help us to retain’our ex-
pert staff but will also attract new
talent who = otherwise would prefer
more luerative professions. The remu-

neration package is going to cost the

school about two and half lakhs of

of the burden will have to be borne by
parents. I am convinced however that
a fair share of this could be raised by
an effort from the Old Sanawarians in
the same manner as they had for the
new Dining Hall. I do hope that they
will take this matter up seriously.

Of Old Sanawarians I" have sadly
no news. I am sorry that they conti-
nue to be so uncommunicative because
it really gives us great pleasure to hear
of their achievements in life. However
I know we must be in their thoughts
from time to time for they write to
register their offsprings on the waiting

~ list and judging by the spurt in such

registration I think T can safely report
that if nothing else at least they have
not been unprolific since leaving
school. Tt gives me mixed pleasure to
report that perenially young Old Sana-
warian Bill Colledge has presented the
school with a trampolene worth over
Rs. 20.000/-. We were hoping to have
a trampolene display at the tattoo this
year but unfortunately the equipment
mysteriously disappeared without trace
after landing in Bombay—hopefully
all of you may yet see it if you are
here as I hope you will be next Foun-
der’s On a sadder note I have to re-
port the passing away of Mrs. Tilley
whose husbands name is immortalised
in the school song and who herself was
a real stalwart amongst Old Sanawar-
ians for keeping the flag flying. Many
an O.S. will miss her annual News-

rupees and inevitably the major part' letter and of course she will be missed







